
                                          WHITEPAPER 

1 © 2012  Fasco America®                              Phone:  800-239-8665            www.fascoamerica.com/scrail 

 

 

Five Hot Trends in Deck Building 

 

In the not-too-distant-past, a deck was simply a place where you put your barbecue grill. The 

purpose of using your grill outside was to keep the smoke and fumes from smelling up the 

inside of your house. Most decks were small, approximately 8 foot by 20 feet, made of redwood 

and always in need of staining and sanding.  

The decks you find today are very different. They tend to be much larger; instead of 160 square 
feet, they are now 400 square feet or more—sometimes much more. Instead of a portable grill 
sitting in one corner, there may be a built-in outdoor kitchen with a grill, sink, refrigerator, wine 
cooler, regular stove and oven, and a microwave oven. Instead of carrying your food back inside 
to eat, today’s deck will include a covered (possible screened-in) eating area. Or, the eating 
area may be a group of couches clustered around an outdoor fire pit, next to a hot tub, and 
between the large-screen television and the audio system. 

Decks have become an important extension to the home’s living space. Outdoor lifestyles and 
outdoor entertainment is a rapidly growing trend with American families. 

Five Hot Trends in Deck Building:  

1.     Big, bigger, biggest. The biggest trend in decks right now is “bigness.” It's not uncommon 
today to find a deck with square footage that is very close to—if not exceeding—that of the 
home’s interior. Families that don't require a large house, but like to entertain, are opting for a 
small home with a large deck. There may be multiple levels created to serve different purposes 
or functions, latticed walls or pergolas to provide privacy and create the feeling of “rooms,” and 
built-in seating or storage.   
 
As the size of the deck increases, it may require lighting, awnings, movable screens or mosquito 
netting—possibly even televisions or movie projectors, sound systems, hot tubs or spas, and 
any other lifestyle necessity. Outdoor rugs are added for comfort underfoot, heat lamps, art and 
plants, and bigger, better and more elaborate grills. 

2.     Everything and the kitchen sink. Another very popular trend in deck building is the 
addition of an outdoor kitchen. These kitchens may include everything necessary to prepare a 
complete meal. Along with the basic grill, you will find workspace, countertops and cabinets, 
refrigerators, maybe even a complete wet bar or beer tap. You might also want to add a 
dishwasher or wood-fired oven for pizza. Grilling is often cited as second only to baseball as 
America’s favorite pastime and a full outdoor kitchen allows the barbeque—and barbecuer—to 
take this to a new level. 
 
Homeowners are building decks that essentially are creating a "vacation at home" with all the 
amenities of a luxury resort. The function of this additional space is being reexamined, 
reconsidered and recreated. It's no longer just a wood platform with a few pieces of outdoor 
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furniture. Today's new decks are enjoyable, usable, versatile and a great investment in 
increasing the value of a home. 

3.     Water, water, everywhere. Adding water features to your deck is another hot trend. These 
can be either a temporary addition or a permanent built-in feature. Water features may include 
fountains or waterfalls that start on the deck and end in a pond, a close-by garden, or the lawn 
area. These types of water features are especially effective when added to multi-level decks. By 
adding the sound of running water, you bring a sense of tranquility to your deck, and can help to 
mask sounds from a nearby street or other noise. 

It's important to remember that water features may attract pests such as mosquitoes. All water 
must be kept clean and constantly flowing. Look for environmentally friendly (as well as pet and 
people friendly) water treatment products and quality water pumps. 
 
Additionally, it's important to use treated wood or composite decking material in the area around 
any water features. Water features may even need to be removed and stored during cold 
months, or when not in continual use. Particular caution is essential when children are around 
water features. 

 4.     Not just for barbecuing anymore. A deck will allow a homeowner to bring the indoors 
outside. An entire new living space can be created on a beautiful new deck. In addition to the 
outdoor kitchen, there may be an area that has couches, chairs, outdoor rugs, lamps and tables 
that can function as a second living room. Areas within a deck—especially a multi-level deck—
can be used for reading, eating, entertaining, or just relaxing.  
 
Deck lighting is not a new idea, but new options are constantly being introduced. Solar powered 
deck lights can provide a reliable lighting source without the need for electrical wiring. Lights can 
be added on deck railings, on stairs, or on posts.  

Additionally, use of these decks need not be limited by the seasons. With the addition of 
lighting, fire pits, outdoor fireplaces such as "chimineas," portable heaters and movable walls, 
decks can be used almost year round in many areas. 

5.     Materials and Smooth, Seamless Finish. Wood is still the most “trendy” material for 
decking, but other materials are also very popular. Composite materials are often used, and 
wrought iron, aluminum and glass are being used for railings, balusters, and decorative touches. 
Natural stone is also being combined with wood.  

Many homeowners are opting for sustainable wood for their decking. Grown and harvested in 
sustainable forests, then certified by the Forest Stewardship Council, sustainable wood offers 
homeowners the opportunity to capitalizing on two trends—green building and outdoor living.  

Composites made from recycled plastics and wood shavings also are becoming widely used, 
with new styles and colors available each year.  

With either wood or composite deck material, a quality hidden deck fastener system will produce 
a smooth surface. The InvisiDeck® Hidden Deck Fastening System, offered by Fasco America®, 
provides the highest quality deck fasteners available in today’s market. For more than 100 
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years, the BECK Fastener Group® has been manufacturing and distributing innovative and 
versatile construction fasteners. Fasco America® is the exclusive North American distributor for 
the BECK Fastener Group® and the family of SCRAIL® Fasteners, including the InvisiDeck® 
Hidden Deck Fastening System.  

Some advantages of the InvisiDeck® Hidden Deck Fastening System include: 

 Flawlessly smooth deck board surfaces. 
 Dramatically reduced time and labor costs. 
 Designed for use with wood, PVC or composite materials. 
 When properly installed, this system surpasses the hold-down force necessary to 

withstand Category 5 winds. 
 Hybrid nail and screw SCRAIL® Fasteners can easily be adjusted or removed, if 

necessary. 
 Two types of clips and a custom installation tool are available. 

o InvisiDeck® I-CLP Clips are made of heavy gauge stainless steel and are 
designed for use with one-inch or thicker pre-grooved decking material. 
They may also be used on non-grooved boards that have been modified 
with the InvisiDeck® Groove Cutter. By utilizing the InvisiDeck® Tool, it's 
possible to install I-CLP Clips at increased speeds that are three to five 
times faster than conventional installation.  

o For non-grooved boards or manual installations where an air compressor 
is not an option, the B-CLP is available. These clips do not require the 
InvisiDeck® Tool.  

To learn more about the InvisiDeck® Hidden Deck Fastening System, BeckDeck® fasteners 

and other SCRAIL® construction fasteners, contact our main office or the regional manager 

serving your area. Additional information is also available on the SCRAIL® Facebook Page and 

videos are on YouTube.  

Fasco America® 

105 Industrial Park 

P. O. Box 2389 

Muscle Shoals, Alabama 35662 

Phone Toll Free 800-239-TOOL (8665) or fax 256-381-6659 

www.fascoamerica.com 
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